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Introduction

This report summarizes the results gathered from a set of polls conducted during 3 virtual 
public presentations hosted by the City of Concord Planning Department and Code Studio - a 
consulting firm hired to help guide the City through its’ ongoing zoning code update - as part 
of Phase 2 of the ConcordNEXT project. 

The virtual presentations were given on Zoom in 3 sessions, on March 29th and 31st, 
2022. 54 members of the Concord community attended the sessions live, and 35 of them 
participated in the live polls. All 3 sessions were recorded and are available to watch online 
at concordnext.info/virtual-presentations, where there is also a link to a Google Form where 
anyone is welcome to leave comments or ask questions regarding the presentations. 

The presentations focused on introducing alternative patterns of development that may be 
applicable in the “vision areas” identified throughout the City, whose futures are the focus 
for Phase 2 of the ConcordNEXT project. Participants were guided through an examination of 
existing conditions in the specific “vision areas”, followed by an explanation of the alternative 
development patterns, and then polled to gain insight into their vision for the future of each of 
these 4 areas. This report summarizes the results of those polls. 
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QUESTION 1:

RESULTS:

Topic: MULTI-UNIT RESIDENTIAL VISION AREAS  (1/2)

POLL

KEEP DOING WHAT WE’RE DOING 

OR

A NEW ALTERNATIVE 

WHICH DO YOU PREFER?

New apartments in Nashua, NH New apartments in Charlotte, NC

The first of 2 poll questions regarding the Multi-Unit Residential Vision Areas aimed to gauge 
participants’ interest in trying a new alternative for multi-family developments that would 
prioritize the pedestrian experience and public realm over parking and allow for a greater mix of 
housing types, including townhomes, duplexes and more.

people answered the poll

answered “Keep Doing What We’re Doing”

answered “Try a New Alternative” 

answered “I’m Not Sure”

8%

35

77%

14%
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QUESTION 2:

Topic: MULTI-UNIT RESIDENTIAL VISION AREAS  (2/2)

POLL

WHICH DO YOU PREFER?

Disconnected cul-de-sacs along Fisherville Rd. Connected neighborhoods along West St.

KEEP DOING WHAT WE’RE DOING 

OR

A RETURN TO TRADITION

The second of 2 poll questions regarding the Multi-Unit Residential Vision Areas aimed to 
gauge participants’ interest in returning to a more traditional “grid” pattern for neighborhood 
development that would allow for greater connections, improved traffic flow, and increased 
walkability.

RESULTS:

people answered the poll

answered “Keep Doing What We’re Doing”

answered “Return to Tradition” 

answered “I’m Not Sure”

16%

32

66%

18%
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QUESTION 3:

Topic: LOCAL COMMERCIAL VISION AREAS  (1/2)

POLL

WHICH DO YOU PREFER?

Raleigh, NC Hyattsville, MD

KEEP DOING WHAT WE’RE DOING 

OR

A NEW ALTERNATIVE 

The first of 2 poll questions regarding the Local Commercial Vision Areas aimed to gauge 
participants’ interest in trying a new alternative for commercial developments along corridors 
like Loudon Rd. and Fisherville Rd. that prioritize the pedestrian experience and public realm 
over parking and allow for a greater mix of uses along the corridors.

RESULTS:

people answered the poll

answered “Keep Doing What We’re Doing”

answered “Return to Tradition” 

answered “I’m Not Sure”

9%

33

73%

18%
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QUESTION 4:

Topic: LOCAL COMMERCIAL VISION AREAS  (2/2)

POLL

WHICH DO YOU PREFER?

Westfi eld, MA Albany, NY

KEEP DOING WHAT WE’RE DOING 

OR

A NEW ALTERNATIVE 

The second of 2 poll questions regarding the Local Commercial Vision Areas aimed to gauge 
participants’ interest in trying a new alternative for commercial developments that prioritize the 
pedestrian experience and public realm over parking, by showing 2 examples of a how a chain 
restaurant can address the street - one with parking between the building and the street, and 
the other with parking hidden in the back, allowing for an improved streetscape.

RESULTS:

people answered the poll

answered “Keep Doing What We’re Doing”

answered “Return to Tradition” 

answered “I’m Not Sure”

10%

31

74%

16%
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QUESTION 5:

Topic: REGIONAL COMMERCIAL VISION AREAS  (1/2)

POLL

WHICH DO YOU PREFER?

Westwood, MA Riverdale Park, MD

KEEP DOING WHAT WE’RE DOING 

OR

A NEW ALTERNATIVE 

The first of 2 poll questions regarding the Regional Commercial Vision Areas aimed to gauge 
participants’ interest in trying a new development alternative for the larger regional-scaled 
commercial areas, including the Steeplegate Mall area and Fort Eddy shopping center. The 
new alternatives presented prioritize walkability over parking, and allow for a wide mix of uses 
including residential, office, and commercial.

RESULTS:

people answered the poll

answered “Keep Doing What We’re Doing”

answered “Return to Tradition” 

answered “I’m Not Sure”

3%

33

94%

3%
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QUESTION 6:

RESULTS:

Topic: REGIONAL COMMERCIAL VISION AREAS  (2/2)

POLL

WHICH DO YOU PREFER?

Plymouth, MA West Hartford, CT

KEEP DOING WHAT WE’RE DOING 

OR

A NEW ALTERNATIVE 

The second of 2 poll questions regarding the Regional Commercial Vision Areas aimed to gauge 
participants’ interest in trying a new development alternative that prioritizes walkability and 
allows for denser development with a wider mix of uses, including residential, commercial, office, 
civic and more.

people answered the poll

answered “Keep Doing What We’re Doing”

answered “Try a New Alternative” 

answered “I’m Not Sure”

3%

32

81%

16%
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QUESTION 7:

RESULTS:

Topic: INDUSTRIAL FLEX VISION AREAS  (1/1)

POLL

WHICH DO YOU PREFER?

Concord, NH Asheville, NC

KEEP THE SAME USES

OR

ALLOW NEW USES

people answered the poll

answered “Keep The Same Uses”

answered “Allow New Uses” 

answered “I’m Not Sure”

0%

33

94%

6%

The poll question regarding the Industrial Flex Vision Areas aimed to gauge participants’ interest 
in allowing for a wider mix of uses within the areas, which include the Southern OCP site along 
S Main St. and the area along Whitney Rd. in northeast Concord. This would allow for a greater 
flexibility of uses in these areas, including residential, light-industrial, office, commercial and 
“maker spaces”, while bringing many of the existing uses in these areas into conformity with the 
new zoning code.


